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ACTION EUR- 12 

INEO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-00 SS-15 INR-07 CIAE-00 NSC-05 

EURE-00 SAM-01 /050W 

033236 

R 141300Z EEB 75 
EM AMEMBASSY MADRID 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1076 
INEO AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
USCINCEUR 

CONEIDENTIAL MADRID 1070 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SP 

SUBJ: STATUS OF FRANCO'S HEALTH 
REF: MADRID 1040 (NOTAL) 

1. FRANCO RECEIVED CREDENTIALS OE NEW AMBASSADORS OF 
T UNISIA, SWITZERLAND, AND INDIA AT LENGTHY CEREMONIES 
AT ROYAL PALACE MORNING OF FEB 13. RESPONDING 

TO CASUAL INQUIRY PROM EMBOFP, CHIEP OP PROTOCOL PAN 
DE SORALUCE SAID PRANCO LOOKED PIT, WAS IN GOOD HUMOR, 

AND PERFORMED WELL DURING CEREMONIES. PAN NOTED THAT 
INQUIRY WAS PROBABLY STIMULATED BY CURRENT WAVE OF 
RUMORS THAT FRANCO ILL, BUT ADDED THAT FRANCO'S 
APPEARANCE AND MANNER AT CREDENTIALS CEREMONIES SHOWED 
SUCH RUMORS TO BE UNPOUNDED. 

2. POLLOWING HIS PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS, NEW SWISS 
AMBASSADOR SAMUEL CAMPICHE TOLD MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL 
POR EUROPEAN APPAIRS THAT HE HAD BEEN IMPRESSED BY 
PRANCO'S ALERTNESS DURING WHAT HE CONSIDERED TO BE 
SURPRISINGLY LENGTHY CONVERSATION. SWISS AMBASSADOR 
PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED BY PACT THAT PRANCO ALERT AND INTERESTED 
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ENOUGH TO QUESTION HIM ABOUT POSITION OP LAND-LOCKED 
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STATES SUCH AS SWITZERLAND ON LAW OF SEA. 
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